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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 742.] 
Let me speak a little further with regard to the Lord’s preparing a people 
for this work. The history of this whole people is in that line. I will 
refer you to the year 1840. The Lord gave a commandment for the Twelve 
Apostles to go to England. There had a few gone to England before; 
Brother Kimball and several others went in 1837 and established the 
Church there. But in 1840 the Apostles were called as a body to go there; 
and the devil did not like it. He tried to kill us all. There was hardly 
one of the Twelve Apostles who went that was well. When I left home 
President Young paddled me across the Mississippi in a canoe, and I was 
suffering with the chills and fever. I had spent two years in Tennessee 
and Kentucky, in the midst of sickness; but I never had an attack of 
chills and fever in my |:fe till I was called to go England. It was so with 
most all of us. The devil did not like it; but we went. It was the har- 
vest tine then in that land. We accomplished a great work. We baptized 
about seven thousand that year, opened doors throughout England and 
Scotland, and laid a foundation for the work which has been fulfilled up 
to the present time. I will refer to one circumstance connected with that 
inission. I was in the potteries in Staffordshire, having gone there when 
I got to England. I was doing a good work there, baptizing almost every 
night. One night I went to Hanley to hold a meeting, and there was a 
very full house. Before I got up to speak, the Spirit of God came upon 
me and told me that that was the last meeting I should hold with that 
people for many days. I had appointments out for two weeks in that 
region of the country. After I got through preaching that night, I told 
them it was the last meeting I should hold with them. I went down into 
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the water and baptized quite a number, and in the morning I went before 
the Lord and asked what He wanted of me. He told me to go to the 
south. I got into the stage and rode eighty miles south. I went into 
Herefordshire, and the first man’s house I stopped at was John Benbow’s. 
In one hour after I arrived at his house I learned why the Lord had sent 
me there. I name this because it is in the line of what I was speaking of. 
Here | found a company of men and women, some six hundred, who had 
banded together under the name of United Brethren, and were laboring ° 
for the ancient order of things. They wanted the Gospel as taught by the 
prophets and apostles, as I did in my youth. Well, without dwelling upon 
this, I will say that the first thirty days after I arrived in Herefordshire I 
baptized forty-five preachers and several hundred members, and I had in 
my hands all the chapels or houses licensed for worship according to law. 
We brought in two thousand in about eight months’ labor. Many of these 
people had been looking and praying for this very work, and they were 
praying for it when I went there. I took no honor to myself with regard 
to this matter, I never felt that I could. All we have todo is tw follow 
the dictation of the Spirit of the Lord, and give God the honor and the 
glory of it. Wedida good work there and God blessed us. From there 
we went to London. Brothers Heber C. Kimball and George A. Smith 
and myself preached and established the first branch of the Church in the 
city of London. I rejoiced very much in my labors in Herefordshire, 
Gloucestershire, and Worcestershire, and thousands of those that were 
baptized then are in Utah. We had quite a number of Bishops in this 
Territory that I baptized at that time. The youngest I baptized there 
was Brother Rowberry, who was a Bishop of Tooele. He was only a boy 
at that time. 

I want to refer to one circumstance that took place while in that mission 
and I do it as an example of the Lord’s dealings with us in matters per- 
taining to temporal affairs. John Benbow was a noble man. He was 
like an English lord; as rich a man, I suppose, as ever came into the 
Church. He had not been baptized a month, I do not think, when he 
came into a little sitting room with his wife, and he probably spent three 
quarters of an hour in telling me that he had been reading in the New 
Testament how in the days of the Apostles they sold all their possessions 
and laid them at the Apostles’ feet, and he said he felt it was his duty to 
fulfil that law and he wanted to do it. I listened to him patiently and 
when he got through it took me perhaps half an hour to tell him the 
difference between our position to-day and the position of the Apostles in 
that day. I gave him to understand that God had not sent me to England 
to take care of his gold, his horses, his cows and his property; He had sent 
me there to preach the Gospel. I told him, however, that the Lord would 
accept of his sacrifice, and that whenever he could do guod, he should do 
it; he should assist the poor, help publish the Book of Mormon, etc. Now, 
what would have been the result if I had taken the other course, and said, 
“Yes give me your property and I will take care of it?” Why, he would 
probably have apostatized. Not only that, but there would have been one 
foolish Apostle, who would have been a suitable candidate for apostasy 
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also. But was that any temptation to me? No, it was not. It would not 
have been to any Elder who had enough of the Spirit of God to know the 
difference between a hundred thousand pounds of money and a part in 
the first resurrection, with power to pass by the angels and the gods to 
exaltation and glory, and stand in the presence of God and the Lamb for- 
ever and forever. 

I name these things to show that there was a people prepared for this 
work. Go where you would and you would find spirits of this kind. That 
is why this people have come up here from the various nations of the 
earth. We have the Gospel of Christ abroad in all nations to-day as far 
as we have opportunity, and we have got to continue this work. The Lord 
is going to cut His work short in righteousness; and as I have said before, 
however insignificant this people may be in the eyes of the world, the God 
of heaven holds us responsible for preaching this Gospel to every nation 
under heaven, and we have it to do or we will be damned. We cannot 
avoid this. Why? Because, as Paul says: “Woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the Gospel.” There is but one Gospel; never has been but one, and 
never will be; and Paul says: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.” That Gospel, ye Saints of the living God, and 
the world, is in our hands, sent to us by the ministrations of Angels—the 
same Gospel that was taught from Adam to Christ, and from Christ down 
tv our day and generation, when God has had a people on the earth. I - 
have a great desire myself for the welfare of the Latter-day Saints. We 
have a great work to perforin. 

Before I close, | want to say a few words to the Apostles and to the 
Saints of God. I want to say something about the devil. The devil, in 
the days of the Savior, got one Apostle to deny his Lord and sell Him for 
thirty pieces of silver. But when Judas’ eyes were opened to see what he 
had done, he did not prize those thirty pieces of silver, but went out and 
hung himself. Is that devil dead? Has Lucifer, the son of the morning, 
gone out of existence? No; heis here to-day. He is in the midst of this 
people; and if there are any people under heaven that Lucifer with all the 
fallen angels that dwell on the earth are laboring to destroy, they are these 
Latter-day Saints. It was so anciently; it will be so until He who 
holds the keys of death and hell shall bind Satan and shut him up. Until 
that hour he will labor for our destruction. I want to say to these Apostles 
that I have seen days of trouble with the quorum of the Twelve, I have 
referred many times to the days in Kirtland, and my heart has had a great 
deal of pain over those affairs. There the devil labored with the Apostles 
and caused a good share of them to apostatize. One half of them aposta- 
tized, and some of the others came pretty near it. The signers or wit- 
nesses to the Book of Mormon—Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and 
Martin Harris—all apostatized from the Church of Jesus Christ, though 
they never denied the Book of Mormon. In the darkest day, neither one 
of thew ever denied that, but always maintained it to the day of his death. 
But I want to say to my brethren that if the devil could get one of these Apos- 
tles—yes, one of them—to believe that the Presidency of this Church were 


756 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


working against him, and that we did not have his welfare at heart, or if 
he could get a Seventy or any man in this Church to believe it, he would 
labor to do so. If the devil could have got the Savior to have followed 
him, he would have over-thrown the whole plan of salvation. But he did 
not doit. Jesussaid: “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” So I 
say to these Apostles before me, if the devil could make one of you believe 
that ‘we would not give you right counsel, he would doit. But he will not 
do it. I thank God for that. I feel I can prophesy that before God and 
angels. The Apostles, as a body, are united, and God has laid His Spirit 
upon them, and they will be true and faithful to this work until they get 
through with it. Those are my feelings. I rejoice in this. I trust I shall 
never pass through any more of those scenes that I witnessed in the days 
that are past and gone. 

Brethren and sisters, God bless you. Now, do not be afraid that the 
Presidency and Apostles of this Church will give you any wrong counsel. 
We have learned better than to do that. We shall never do that. We 
shall never do it while we dwell in the flesh. The salvation of the sons of 
men is of far more worth than all the honor that the human family can 
give upon our heads. Give me salvation; give me a part in the first resur- 
rection; give me the privilege of standing in the morning of the first 
resurrection with the resurrected dead—with my father’s house and with 
the prophets and apostles who have lived in my day and generation; give 
me power to be exalted with them in the eternal worlds in the kingdom of 
our God. Thatis alll ask. And itis my privilege and yours. It 1s the 
privilege of this people to receive these blessings at the hands of God. I 
have confidence in my brethren. I rejoice with them in the union that 
dwells to-day in the house of Israel, and with the Presidency and Twelve 
Apostles. We love one another. We understand something of the work 
of God in our day and time. We have labored together. Here are my 
counselors; they have spent years and years upon the islands of the sea, 
where they have had to live upon cocoanuts and poi and food of that char- 
acter, and they did it to save the souls of men. God has blessed them in 
all their labors. He will bless them. He will bless this people. 

I believe this is all [ want to say to you this morning. I felt sick when 
I arose; I feel better now, and as though I had been refreshed in spirit. I 
thank God I am able to talk to you, as the saying is, in my old age. The 
Lord has been very merciful to me. The devil has sought to kill me from 
the day I was born; but God has had an agent with me to keep me from 
his power, and so far I have been preserved. I hope the Lord will not let 
me live an hour longer than I can live in His service. But 1 am a feeble 
man—weak like the rest of you. If anybody supposes that the Presidency 
and Apostles here are never tempted of the devil, they are mistaken. Weare 
tempted all the time, more or less, and we have to war against these things 
in order to stand and maintain our position. I pray God that His bless- 
ings may restuponus. I rejoicein thisconference. It has been a glorious 
time. There is a good spirit here; and the testimonies that have been given 
unto us by the power of God have been choice. The angels are watching 
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over us. The eyes of al] the heavenly hosts are over us. Those who have 
lived in other dispensations understand this dispensatson far better than 
we do, and they are watching over the labors of the Elders of Israel. I 
pray that we may pursue that course wherein we may be justified before 
God, and have power to conquer and overcome; and when we have finished 
here, tliat we can go home to receive our reward. The great library in the 
celestial kingdom of our God contains the history of the dealings of God 
with all the world, for it belongs to this world. Your history is there; 
mine is there; our testimonies are there; and we will have to meet them. 
I hope and pray that my sins may be blotted out of the book of remem- 
brance and not to be remembered against me. I hope and pray this will 
be the case with you; for blessed is the man that will meet this ae 
when he comes to the end! God bless you. Amen. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue [rish Conference convened at 17 Cluan Place, Mt. Pottinger Junction, 
Belfast, November 10, 1895. The following named Elders were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; A. L. Booth of the 
Liverpool Office; Stewart Eccles, President of, and George R. Moses, Trav- 
eling Elder in, the Scottish Conference; James Duckworth, President of, 
and Ira Bennion, Traveling Elder in, the Liverpool Conference; Herschel 
Bullen, Jr., President of, and Walter L. Webb, Traveling Elder in, the. 
Sheffield Conference; John W. MacDuff, Traveling Elder in the Manchester 
Conference; Stephen W. Ross, President of, and Edgar M. Lindsay, J. M. 
Dalton, R. J. Kerr, Charles Peterson, Francis A. Stowell, and Thomas 
Adams, Traveling Elders in, the Irish Conference. 

Meetings were held at 11 a.m., 3 and 6:30 p.m. 

At the forenoon and evening meetings held in the hall at Cluan Place 
a number of strangers attended, and but few seats were left unoccupied. 

At the afternoon meeting held at 90 Thorndyke, the general authorities 
of the Church, of the European Mission, and the President and Traveling 
Elders of the Irish Conference were unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report of the Conference, and the report of the Elders for 
the last six months, were read as follows: High Priests 1; Seventies 6; 
Elders 6; Priests 1; Deacons 4; members 63; total officers and members 81. 
Tracts distributed 16,514; Gospel conversations 1,201; books loaned 360; 
books sold 15; books given away 69; hall meetings 95; cottage meetings 
22; open-air meetings 54; Sunday School sessions 22. Baptisms 7; con- 
firmations 7; children blessed 3; administrations to sick 18; emigrated 1; 
removed 1; died 1; excommunicated 1. 

Monday the Elders met in Priesthood meeting, gave a report of their 
labors during the past six months, and listened to advice and instructions 
from President Lund pertaining to their future labors. 

In the evening the Elders and Saints with a few friends met at the 
office, 90 Thorndyke Street, and spent a few pleasant hours reciting, sing- 
ing, etc., thus pleasantly ending a most enjoyable conference. 

NATHANIEL JOHNSON, Clerk of Conference. 
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OnE of the dangers against which the Scriptures warn the people of God, 
is that of being deceived by the evil spirits which are tu be permitted to 
visit the earth. We are told that Satan sometimes appears even as an 
angel of light, and thus practices deception upon those who know not how 
to detect his true character. The adversary has various devices by which 
to mislead the inhabitants of the earth, and in order to escape his wiles it 
is necessary for every person to be on his guard, otherwise, when least 
expected, each person is likely to fall into error and lose the Spirit of 
the Lord. In fact there are none but what are subject to evil, but to 
those who are truly desirous of working righteousness, the spirit of dis- 
cernment will be given, by which they may discover their weaknesses, as 
also the spirits which exist around them, and be better prepared to resist 
them in the future. 

One of the evils against which we are warned of late is that of yielding 
to the sometimes fascinating false doctrines which are now so largely 
advocated in the world. These ideas are sometimes presented under the 
guise of religion, and are alleged to be revelations from the Lord. By this 
means some unwary persons, even members of this Church, are misled and 
go into darkness. Every person has the privilege of knowing for hinself 
or herself concerning every matter of doctrine that may be advanced. 
The Spirit of the Lord, which each Latter-day Saint should possess, is 
fully capable of imparting information upon every matter of this char- 
acter. The rule which has been adopted by President Joseph F. Smith, as 
expressed frequently by him, is one which all can profitably adopt. He 
says: “Whenever any new doctrine or idea is presented to me, I carefully 
examine it and measure it by the revelations of God, which he has given 
for the guidance of His Church, and if these doctrines or ideas do not 
agree with the word of the Lord, I immediately reject them, knowing that 
they come from beneath and not from above.” This is a safe guide for 
every Latter-day Saint. Isaiah also says: “To the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them.” 

As the end approaches we may expect increased exertion on the part of 
the evil one to lead into darkness the children of men, and he will send 
into the world such marvelous deceptions, that only those who stand in 
close communion with God will be able to discern the destructive plans and 
devices which he will present. Consequently how necessary it is that we 
remain in the knowledge of God and in the favor of His Holy Spirit, that 
whenever doubts arise in our minds we may be able to appeal for decision 
to that great Source of wisdom which never fails, and from which Source | 
no wrong counsel ever issues.— Zhe Contributor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


No less than 400,000 china vases have been ordered from a Moscow porcelain manufac- 
tory. These vases are to bear the portraits of the Czar and Uzarina, and will be distrib- | 
uted to people’during the coronation 
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The most peculiar clock in the world is that in a tower in the court-yard of the Palace 
of Versailles. Upon the death of a king in any portion of Europe the hand is set at the 
moment of his demise and remains in that position until another king passes away. This 
curious custom is said to have originated in the time of Louis XITI. ; 


‘The most wonderful piece of natural sculpture in the world may be seen by any visitor 
to the Cape Verde Islands, which are off the western coast of Africa. As the ship enters 
the harbor of the above-named place one sees a bold ridge of dark volcanic rocks lying in 
the distance. ‘The crest of the ridge forms an exact likeness of Washington, the figure 
lying apparently face upward, as if in sleep. 

Northern Michigan is swamped under a phenomenal crop of potatoes, and instead of 
the good crop bringing good times it has brought severe loss to very many farmers. 
Nothing like the present abundance was ever known before, and there is absolutely no 
market for potatoes there to-day. Many farmers put all their money into potatoes this 
year, and are in hard straits now because, while having secured a handsome crop, they 
can’t realize anything on it. 

There is an old notion that if a candle goes out in the atmosphere of a confined space 
the air is unfit for breathing, and will suffocate whoever enters into it. According to the 
recent experiments of Professor Frank Clowes, however, the flames of candles and oil 
lamps produce an atmosphere in confined places which is practically identical with that 
expired from the lungs. and both atmospheres are respirable with safety, although a can- 
dle may go outin them. The popular notion is, therefore, not necessarily true, althoagh, 
of course, it might sometimes be true. We may also mention that Dr. John Haldane has 
been investigating the properties of ‘‘black, or choke damp”—a gas which comes from 
coal in mines and is apt to suffocate the miners. It consists of nitrogen mixed with one- 
seventh or one-eighth of its volame of carbonicacid gas. A mixture of 84 per cent. of air 
and 16 per cent. of black damp puts out a flame, but it requires a mixture of 60 per cent. 
of black damp and 40 per cent. of air to produce any immediate danger to life. The bad 
physiological effect of black damp is due to a deficiency of oxygen. ‘‘ White damp” is 
poisonous to breathe, but supports combustion; and ‘‘after damp” is the carbonic acid 
resulting from an explosion in the mine. , 

A writer in Sunday at Home says: ‘‘In the northern and western provinces of China 
there is a large and powerful religious sect called the ‘Kin-Tan-Kiago,’ or ‘Golden Pill’ 
sect. In each province it has tens of thousands or even hundreds of thousands of followers, 
Many belonging to it, rather than give up their religion, have suffered merciless persecu- 
tion at the hands of the Chinese Government; imprisonment, banishment, and confisca- 
tion of property being quite common. One of that sect long in the employ of the writer 
had most of his teeth drawn out rather than give up his belief. The Life of ;thg@@oddess 
of Mercy is one of the chief of the sacred scriptures of the sect. The name by’which she 
is known and worshiped in ,;Chinais Kwan Yin, which some interpret as the ‘Manifested 
Word;’ in heaven, however, she is known as 7sih Hang, which means Ship of Mercy, or 
Lifeboat. The Life is a sacred drama or epic. The edition used by the writer has two 
prefaces, one dated 1416, the other 1666—that is, the first is nearly five hundred years old, 
the second over two hundred years old. The first copy we possessed was in manuscript, 
and was given us by a member of the ‘Golden Pill’ sect, who was then an inquirer into 
Christianity. A note to a printed copy says that it was got at Pu T'oo, an island near 
Ningpo, and that the abbot there says that according to tradition it was written by the 
goddess herself, that anciently a man found it in a stone cell, that it was subsequently 
reprinted several times, but that errors crept into it. Afterwards a man from the desert 
brought an old copy, and this edition is said to have been corrected according to that 
ancient one. The events narrated purport to have transpired towards the end of the 
Chinese Chow dynasty, which closed 225 B.c., or about the time of the Chinese sage 
Mencius. ‘The book consists of an introduction and twelve chapters; it is in beautiful 
Mandarin (the colloquial of at least nine-tenths of China,) and is partly in prose and 
partly in verse.” 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1895. 


THE GOSPEL IS TO BE PREACHED TO ALL NATIONS. 


It has been repeatedly stated by the leading authorities of the Church 
ever since its organization, that the time for the fulfilment of many 
important prophecies is very near at hand. Among them is that of the 
second coming of Christ. Many of the signs that were to precede this 
event are taking place at present; but there are other things which must 
surely be accomplished before He appears, or at least before the end comes. 
He says that “this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto al! nations, and then shall the end come.” 

To the natura] man it appears impossible for the Gospel] to be preached 
in all the world in less than several bundred years, and therefore many 
feel inclined to doubt the statement that the events which are now trans- 
piring are the signs to which Christ alluded when He was warning His 
disciples to be on the watch continually, lest His coming should be at an 
hour when they least expected it. 

If the acconiplishment of this immense labor were left entirely to the 
efforts of man alone, there would be some reasons for saying that the end 
of the world was an event which does not concern the present generation 
in the least; but the assistance of God must always be taken into account 
as the most important factor connected with this work. Without it all 
calculations must of necessity be the merest speculation, with the chances 
infinitely against their probable correctness; with it the person inspired 
by the proper spirit can at least approximate. so near that he will feel the 
necessity of being always prepared. 

Looking back only six years and contrasting the feeling of the world 
against the Latter-day Saints at that time with that which is prevalent 
to-day, it is wonderful, and might be termed even miraculous, what a 
change has been wrought. It cannot be said that this is owing entirely 
to the labors of the missionaries in the different parts of the earth, nor to 
the actions of the Saints at home. These agencies had been at work for. 
years, and time only seemed to intensify the bitter feeling against the 
people of God. But all at once, as if moved upon powerfully by an unseen 
influence, the opponents of the Saints in Utah and the surrounding coun- 
try ceased clamoring for the oppression of the people, and those in the 
various nations who had been working with all their might to overthrow 
the truth, lapsed into almost perfect silence. Almost universally the press 
relented sufficiently to say a little in favor of the Saints, and this has had 
a tendency to lessen opposition. Asa result of these it is not possible at 
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present for agitators to arouse people into that frame of mind which was 
accomplished so readily eight or ten years ago. 

The Saints look upon all these things as the result of God’s dealing with 
mankind in preparing conditions suitable to His purposes. He has not 
withdrawn His support from His children, nor will He do so. The Saints 
could not have hoped by their ordinary exertions to have brought about 
the mighty revolution in public sentiment towards them in less than two 
or three generations. Should the favorable change continue for ten years 
longer, who can tell how many people, who at present still think the 
Latter-day Saints are entirely unfit to associate with, will become con- 
vinced of their own error? And since these people are honest and sincere 
in their present belief, it is possible that numbers of them will turn around, 
as did Paul when he was shown the truth, and become supporters and 
advocates of that against which they once earnestly fought. 

It can be readily seen how easily God may work upon the hearts of the 
children of men, so as to permit the Gospel to be speedily preached in all 
the world for a witness to all nations. Even with the present limited 
number of Elders it is not a hopeless nor impossibe task, though mere 
figures would indicate it as an accomplishment which could never be 
brought about. But since God is able to make the labors of these humble 
men a hundred or a thousand times more effective whenever He sees 
proper, it is possible to see with the eye of faith the fulfilment of His pre- 
dictions in a very short time indeed. He has promised to cut His work 
short in righteousness, and there is no doubt that this will be done. If it 
is necessary to exhibit His power in such a miraculous manner that all 
the world will be compelled to acknowledge it, He will do this rather than 
fail in the purposes which He has decreed concerning the earth and its 
inhabitants. B. 


To-pay is what is known all over America as Thanksgiving day—a holi- 
day in most of the States set apart for the purpose of returning thanks to 
the Creator for His blessings during the season. The custom originated 
in New England among the colonists soon after their settlement of that 
country, and before there was any United States Government. But it had 
gained such a firm hold on the hearts of the people that it was continued 
after the separation of the colonies from the parent government. While 
there are days somewhat similar in other countries, such as those on which 
the “Harvest Sermon” is preached, yet these are not so generally and 
simultaneously observed as is the last Thursday in November by the peo- 
ple of America. Next to Christmas it is perhaps the geatest religious 
holiday among them. It is a beautiful custom, at once drawing the human 
heart towards the Giver of all good and inspiring a feeling of reverence in 
the minds of even the wayward ones. The benevolent have their.thoughts 
turned to their less favored fellows, and are led to exhibit acts of kindness 
in a substantial and effective way by providing means for their enjoyment. 
While there is no inopportune time for giving thanks to God, yet numbers 
of people would almost forget the obligations that they are under to Him 
but for an occasional reminder such as is conveyed by a Thanksgiving 
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proclamation, and no doubt the world would be happier if such days 
were more frequent, and their observance more wide-spread. Let us join 
with our brethren across the waters in their praises to God for His good- 
ness. 


Arrivats.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per Ameri- 
can Line steamer Be/genlan/ on November 28. For the Swiss and German 
Mission—UIrik Schiess of Manti; Elijah A. Larkin of Ogden; William C. 
Clos of Mt. Pleasant; John Gilgen of Logan; John F, Howard of Salt 
Lake City; Joseph A. Ott of Tropic; Nicholas Bangerter of Bountiful ; 
William C. Cotterell of Farmington ; Oscar C. Barton of Kaysville; Chris- 
tian Bandly of Provo: For; the Netherland Mission—Derk Jan Nyveld 
and Gerrit John Kruitbosch of Ogden: For the Scandinavian Mission— 
Jocob Fickstad of Manti: For the British Mission—Lewis Hunsaker of 
Bear River City; W. E. Stokes of South Hooper; George E. Bench of 
*Manti. Elders Barton, Cotterell, and Hunsaker were originally called to 
go to the Turkish Mission, but on account of the unsettled state of affairs 
in that country it was thought best that they should not go there at 
present. The two first named were therefore given appointments to the 
Swiss and German Mission, and the latter was assigned to Great Britain. 
The Elders for the Netherlands continued their journey on the afternoon 
of the 28th; Elder Fikstad will proceed to Scandinavia on the 29th. 
Those wio are to labor in Switzerland and Germany will remain in Liver- 
pool until the 30th when they will complete their journey. There was no 
special incident happened while en route. The severe gales on the ocean a 
week or two since were succeeded by a very calm spell, and these brethren 
have happily had their voyage over a quiet sea. All arrived well. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John Kemp has been honorably 
released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, to 
return home December 6, 1895. 

Elders Lewis Hunsaker and George E. Bench have been appointed to 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder W. E. Stokes has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Leeds Conference. 


A HISTORIC VILLAGE. 


Exper B. F. Cumminas Jr., of Salt Lake City, paid a visit to the Eastern 
States during the summer, and the Deseret News gives the following 
account of his visit to the village of Mendon, Monroe County, New York, 
*which has been made famous by the achievements of two men whom it 
claims as its sons, and who, at least in a sense, began their illustrious 
careers within its precincts. Though Brigham Young and Heber C. Kim- 
ball were not natives of that village, they were living in it when they 


eanigg upon that ministry which resulted in giving them a world wide 
me. 


‘ 

' 
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The village contains a population of about 700, and is a sober, quiet, and 
thriving place. It is about twelve miles south of the city of Rochester, 
and is not reached directly by a railroad, the nearest depét being some 
three miles distant. This fact adds to its rural character. Living in the 
village on a farm about a mile from its centre, is Mr. Homer 8. Kimball, a 
son of Solomon F. Kimball, who was a brother of Heber C. Kimball. Mr. 
Cummings called upon him and was received with the greatest kind- 
ness and hospitality. Mr. Kimball is a farmer in comfortable circmu- 
stances, is 59 years of age, is of active, temperate, and industrious habits, 
simple and cordial in his manner, of a somewhat religious turn of mind, _ 
and an attendant at services in a Presbyterian church, though his parents 
were Baptists, in which faith he was raised. His wife is a woman of 
quiet, unassuming ways, but a slight acquaintance indicates her to bea 
woman of marked amiability of character. They have three children, only 
one of whom, a young lady, was at home, 

Mr. Kimball spoke with affectionate reverence of his “Uncle Heber,” 
and declared that the latter was always held in high regard by his brother 
Solomon F., though the two differed radically in their religious views. 
Mr. Kimball also spoke very kindly and rospectfully of several of his 
cousins, sons of Heber C. Kimball, who had visited Mendon in past years, 
when abroad on missions. His conversation indicated that, in former 
years, he had participated more or less in a feeling of opposition towards 
the religion of his illustrious uncle, but that, in recent years at least, the 
ties of blood were not weakened on his part by such sentiments. 

Mr. Cummings arrived at Mr. Kimball’s on Friday evening, July 19, and 
on the following day the latter took him in a buggy to see certain points 
of interest. One of these is a small burying ground, situated near a cross 
roads called Tomlinson’s Corners, about a mile from the centre of the 
village. Inthe days when Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball lived in 
Mendon, a man named Tomlinson kept a tavern at this cross roads, and 
from him the locality was named. On reaching the cross roads the buggy 
was driven eastward along one of them, and past a row of five or six small 
frame houses, a few rods apart. They were all old looking structures. 
Of one the walls and roof had fallen in, so as to make it totally uninhabit- 
able; of another, the windows were broken and its dilapidated appear- 
ance indicated that it was tenantless. The others were all occupied. In 
one of these little old houses in this row Heber C. Kimball lived, but his 
nephew was not certain which it was. 

Near the end of this row of houses is the little graveyard spoken of. It 
occupies only a few square rods of ground, fenced off from a potato field, 
is an obscure spot, and is in a neglected condition, being overgrown with 
weeds and brambles. In this small “God’s acre” repose the remains of 
several persons who will be held in lasting remembrance, because of their 
relationship to the leaders of latter-day Israel named above, if for no other 
reason. One of these persons is Solomon Farnham Kimball, father of 
Heber C. Kimball, at whose grave is a stone bearing the following inscrip- 
tions though in a little different form, as they cannot be exactly imitated 
with the type we have. 
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Sacred to the mem 


of Solomon F. Kimball Here reader learn thy certain doom 
who departed this And live prepared to die, 
life July 9, 1825, in In the cold grave or lonely tomb, 
the 5lst year of his You too must shortly lie. 
age, 


By the side of this grave is that of Anna, wife of Solomon F., and mother 
of Heber C. Kimball, and on a precisely similar stone is this inscription: 


Sacred to the mem 


of Anna, Consort o A virtuous life her ways adorn’d 
Solomon F. Kimball But still she had to die. 
who departed this life Like a frail leaf before the storm 
Feb. 25,. 1825, aged 51. She soar’d to worlds on high. 


Near these two graves is that of Charles §., a brother of Heber C. Kim- 
ball, and on a stone at its head, the following is engraved: 


Charles 8S. Kimball Fond memory long shall 
died Jan. 16 hover o’er this urn 
18: And faithful friendship never 


Aged 36 years. cease to mourn. 
By the side of the grave of Charles S., is that of his wife Judith P., whose / 
epitaph is as follows: , 


Sacred to 
the Memory of 
Judith P. Kimball Lo when this silent marble weeps a frie- 


Consort of Charles 8S. nd, a wife, a mother sleeps in agony in de- 
Kimball and daughter ath resigned, She felt the wound She left 
of James Marvin of behind her infant image here below 
Connect. Died June 20, Sits smiling on a father’s woe. 
, aged 24 
years. 


This verse was original, and referred to a new born babe which the 
mother left in the care of her bereaved husband. Despite its peculiar- 
ity, which is at least in part due to the sculptor who made the stone, there 

| is striking pathosin it. This babe lived only two years, as indicated by 
| the following inscription on its gravestone: 

| In memory of Ruel Marvin, Son of Charles & Judith Kimball, who died Sep. 1 1826, 
| aged 2 years. 

: Charles S. and Judith P. Kimball buried a child before this one, which 
did not live long enough to be named. Its epitaph is as follows: 


In 
memory of an infant Happy Infant, early blest, 
daughter of Charles t in peaceful slumber, rest, 
| and Judith Kimball, Early rescued from the cares 
! who died Jan. 20, 1822. Which increase with growing years. 


Abouta quarter of a mile from the little cemetery of Tomlinson’s Corners 
from which the above inscriptions were taken, still stands a good sized 
| farm house, now weather-beaten and the worse for age, which, at the time 

the Gospel was preached in Mendon was occupied by a family named 
| Williams. The Saints held their meetings in it and enjoyed the gift of 
| tongues in a manner that created much excitement at the time, and the 
circumstance is still well remembered and talked of by the old residents. 

On leaving the cemetery Mr. Kimball drove his guest to the centre of 
the village where an accidental meeting was had with quite an interest- 
ing personage. This was Daniel Allen, 86 years old, and a resident of Men- 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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don from his youth. He was, in his young days, personally acquainted 
with the parents of Heber C. Kimball and their children, and with Brigham 
Young, and remembered many reminiscences of them. Notwithstanding 
his great age, Mr. Allen is tolerably hale. He proffered to show Mr. 
Cummings some interesting remembrances of Brigham Young, and for 
this purpose led him to a house in the village owned by a relative of Mr. 
Allen, in the rear of which stood a wooden building which looked ‘like a 
workshop. “This,” said Mr. Allen, as the two entered the structure, “is 
the upper story of the building which Bigham Young owned and occupied 
as a workshop and dwelling. This part was divided into two living rooms, 
and the lower part was used as a carpenter shop. This was the home of 
Brigham Young and his first wife soon ofter they were married.” 

Mr. Allen then explained how this portion of the original building had 
been removed to its present site while the remainder was destroyed, and 
how that a new roof had been put on it and the walls had been largely 
replaced with new lumber. But the frame work and rafters were the 
original. The shed, for it was little else, was about twenty feet long and 
about ten feet wide, and hence would have made two living rooms not far 
from ten feet square. 

On the same premises was a chicken coop partly constructed of pieces 
of a square picket fence which was made by Brigham Young, with his own 
bands and tools, not far from the year 1832. Mr. Allen seemed pleased to 
show these relics, and proud to claim as a townsman the man to whom 
they related. While standing in the shop, Mr. Allen narrated to Mr. 
Cummings an incident highly characteristic of his famous townsman, to 
which he was a witness. At a Latter-day Saint meeting held in a certain 
building in Mendon one evening at which Brigham Young preached, a 
young man arose and said he felt it to be his duty to be baptized. The 
hour was near midnight, the meeting having been a prolonged one, 
but Elder Young said to the youth: “If it is your duty to be baptized it 
is my duty to baptize you, and if you are ready we will attend to the 
matter now.” Near by was a grist mill, and in the tail race was an apron 
over which the water rushed and fell, and had in that way washed a hole 
large and deep enough for a baptism. Into the water here, without delay 
or parley, Elder Young led the convert and baptized him. 

Mr. Allen is a n.an of some means, and is a childless widower. Years 
ago he began to interest himself in the village cemetery, and, mainly 
at his own expense, has caused it to be entirely cleared of weeds and 
brambles, put in excellent order, and made a beautiful lawn. He has 
caused the removal to this resting place of the remains of many persons 
who had formerly been identified with Mendon but had died elsewhere. 
He informed Mr. Cummings that the grave of the first wife of President 
Brigham Young, whose maiden name was Miriam Works, was in the little 
cemetery at Tomlinson’s, and that it was marked bya stone on which were 
the initials “M. Y.” and nothing more, but Mr. Cummings, not knowing 
it was there had not seen it when he visited the Kimball graves. Mr. 
Allen expressed an urgent desire to obtain permission from the Young 
family in Utah to remove the remains to the village cemetery, saying he 
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would gladly do it at his own expense. He displayed genuine emotion 
when speaking upon the subject, so much so that his eyes were suffused 
with moisture. He declared that Mendon had aright to claim Brigham 
Young as one of her sons, that he was a man of world-wide fame, and 
that he (Mr. Allen) would like to have the privilege of showing this 
respect to the remains of the wife of this great man, whom the latter had 
married and buried in his early manhood. 

Mr. Allen added: that he had often conducted visitors, who desired to 
see the grave of Brigham Young’s first wife, to the obscure and neglected 
spot where it lies, and that he and other old residents of the town, would 
be glad to see her grave in the village cemetery. The latter, mainly 
through the efforts of Mr. Allen, has been made a spot of great beauty. 
A pamphlet containing a record of all the graves in it, giving the names, 
with dates of birth, death, etc., of the previous burial there, has been pre- 
pared and published by Mr. Allen, and he gave Mr. Cummings several 
copies of it. 

Mr. Kiinobal] heartily endorsed the sentiments of Mr. Allen, and it is 
undoubtedly true that, instead of the former feeling of prejudice against 
Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball, and especially against their 
religion, which formerly prevailed among the inhabitants of the neigh- 
borhood which was the scene of their early labors in the ministry, their 
former townsmen begin to feel a pride in them and a desire to do them 
honor. This disposition now being shown in Mendon proves two things: 
That the old prejudice and animosity towards the Latter-day Saints is 
softening down throughout the country, and that it is much easier for the 
world to honor a prophet after he is dead, than while his warning voice is 
still heard among the living. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Inter-mountain Salt Company reports that it will harvest 50,000 tons of salt this 
season. 

The death is reported of Elder William W. Jackson, a prominent and;respected citizen 
of American Fork. 

A banking business is the latest enterprise in Mercur mining ‘district. ‘The promoters 
are capitalists of Utah, Nebraska, California, and New York. 

The eighty-seventh anniversary of President John Taylor’s birth was celebrated by 
members of his family and their friends on the evening of November 1. The family of 
President D. H. Wells had a gathering in his honor on the same evening. The latter’s 
birthday was on October 27, but some of the family could not be there on that date. 


A telegram to the First Presidency on November 1, stated that Elder Daniel J. Ste- 
wart, of Adamsville, Beaver County, died in the Southern States Mission. He had been 
absent only three months, and the particulars of his death were not given except that it 
was caused by typhoid fever. 


The sheriffs of fifteen different counties have formed,themselves into what they call the 
Sheriff's association of Utah. Their object in thus joining together is stated to be for 
mutual assistance in the line of their work, that more efficient service may be had than is 
possible when each one acts independent of all the others. 
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The Lehi Sugar factory has received over 27,000 tons of beets this season. They are 
said to contain a much greater percentage of saccharine matter than in previous years, 
showing that the§farmersfare learning how to cultivate them better than at, first. The 
output from the factory is expected to be very large this year. 

The question of]'compellingjthe railroads running through Salt Lake City,to construct 
gates at certain street crossings, or buildjviaducts to prevent accidents‘ happening,'is be- 
ing discussed by the City Council andj thejpublic. A bill has been drawn up to enforce 
the construction of gates, but,public sentiment seems to be against it’and in favor of the 
other which is considered safer, and cheaper in the end, thoughjthe present costj;would be 
considerable, 

The Lehi Cattle Feeding Company is erecting some extensive stockyards on the ground 
between the sugar factory and Utah Lake. There are ten corrals averaging about two 
acres each, and each provided with an artesian well. ‘I'he entire capacity of the yards is 
sufficient to acommodate about 2,000 head of cattle. ‘hese are the largest yards between 
Omaha and San Francisco. Arrangements have been made so that the beet pulp can be 
easily conveyed from the factory to the yards, tracks having been laid to run cars over it. 


The Utah Irrigation Commission has instituted a novel method of obtaining data con- 
cerning the elevation of different points in the surrounding regions. ‘The commission 
offers the free use of any instruments in its possession to persons competent to handle 
them, provided the resu)ts obtained are reported to the central office of the association to 
be given tothe public. Several of the peaks in the Cottonwood canyons have been found 
to be more than 10,000 feet above sea level, and more than 6,000 feet above the Salt Lake 
City base, which has an elevation of 4,356 feet above the ovean. 


Territorial Fish Commissioner A. M. Musser wrote a letter to several parties in the 
localities where carp are plentiful asking what they thought of catching a few tons of these 
fish for free distribution among the poor in the larger cities of the Territory, aud suggest- 
ing that in future at least one day in every year be set apart fur a like purpose. Enthu- 
siastic answers in favor of the proposition were returned by the parties. As a result 
several fishermen of Utah County spent November 12 in this work, and those in other 
places no doubt will soun follow, if this has not already been done. ‘To help in getting 
the fish where they are wanted, the railroads have promised free transportation. 

Hoke Smith, Secretary of the Interior at Washington, has rescinded an order made by 
his department on November 14, 1888, wherein the land office was forbidden to receive 
applications for homestead entries of land in San Juan County. At that time there was 
talk of removing the Southern Ute Indians of Colorado to Utah, and a strong effort was 
made by the Colorado Congressmen and other interested parties to have this done, but it 
was defeated. Now that it is definitely determined that the removal will not be made, the 
Secretary has directed the Register and Receiver of the Land office that further tilings and 
entries can be received. As a result a large tract of valuable farming and grazing land will 
be thrown open for settlers. 

During a week in the latter part of October the citizens of Tooele had the opportunity 
of witnessing a genuine Indian ‘‘ghost dance” each night. About fifty of the natives had 
camped on the outskirts of the town. In the centre of the camp a willow fence was con- 
structed in the form of a circle, and inside this circle a huge fire was built. The Indians 
joined hands around this and began their weird chants and peculiar movements. Decor- 
ated in their bright colored paints the scene they presented was fantastic in the extreme. 
When one would become tired he would fall out of the circle for a short rest and the 
others would continue, when he would rejoin them apparently as fresh as ever. About 
every hour the chief would call them to order and talk to them for some minutes; then 
they would indulge in the dance again. The chief is said to be an orator of some ability 
but as the whites could not understand him they were not able to judge accurately on this 
point. The ‘‘dances” were kept up until nearly daylight and the trench the Indians made 
wit their continued tramping looked as if it might have been dug with a shovel. 


